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Some few Reaons againit the Bill for the Court of Con- 
ſcience in Weſtminſter and the Liberties thereof. 
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Fa the Title of a Þ:ll brought to the Lords from tize Houſe 
of Commons bez a Bill for recovery ot ſmall Debts, and 
relieving of poor Debtors at Weflmirſter and the Liberties 
thereof, Yer it 15 the {ame inſubltance and effect as that was laſt 
Seſſions for a Court of Conſcience in Southwark , which was u 
on a ſolemn dcbate thrown out of che Lords Houſe ; And 'cis 
preſumed the Reaſons ate the ſame now as were then. For, 


Firſt, Mulciplicity of Courts 1s a great grievance to the Sub- 
ect. 
| Secondly, It takes away the Common Law. whichis every mans 
Birchright, and introduces an Arbitrary Juriſdiction, 

Thirdly, It d:ftrovs Courts Barons, and all Inferior Courts, 
where Debts undcr 4o 5. are properly Triable, depriving Perſons 
of Qualicy of their Tower and Authority, and fercling it in Shop- 
kcepers and Tradeſmen. Et 

Fourthly, Ic takes away the Kings Juriſdiction of His Majeſties 
Palace, Courts, and Marihalſea, which is as ancient as any in Eng- 
land, and very uſctul and —_— for recovery of ſmall Debs, 
the Coſts therein being very ſmall, and the recovery quick and 
caſic. 

Fifthly, Ie will occaſion frequent perjuries 1n regard the Plain- 
riffs and Defendants arc thereby to ſwear for themlelves, beſides 
many other mitchizfs and inconveniencies, which, upon paſſing 
this Bill into a Law, mutt inevitably enſue. 


And whereas the deſign of this Bill ſeems to be to lunder the ex- 

| pending of great Coſtsand Charges at Law for recovery of 
ſmall Debts Now in Anſwer to thar, The Law has provided 
alrcady Inferior Courts, where the Charges are but ſmall, 
and the Recovery quick and eafic, And if the Defendanc 
upon the firit Summons or Notice of a Suit againſt him, ten- 
dcr tothe Plaiacitf waar is juſtly due ro him, if the Plaintiff 
refuſerh ro accept ot it, bur will ( notwithſtanding ſuch ten- 
der ) willfully procced, Itſhall be ac the Plaintifts own Coſts 
and Charges by the Courſe and Practiſe of the ſaid Courts. 
And in caſc poor perions do cither ſue, or be ſued there, they 
arc admitted in Forma Pauperis, and pay no Fees at all. And 
all perſons ſued for 40 s. or under, are immediately diſchar- 
ocd withour Bail. | 
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REASONS againſt the BI1L1. 


For a 
; Court of Conſcience 


In Weſtminſter and the Liberties 
thereof. 


